
Tibetan Glacier Melt Leading To Sandstorms In China http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Tibetan_Glacier_Melt_Leading_T...

1 of 3 1/29/07 7:39 PM

Melting glaciers in Tibet 
are triggering more 
droughts in China and 
expanding the deserts. 
One of the effects of this 
seen recently is the 
sandstorms in Beijing.
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Tibetan Glacier Melt Leading To Sandstorms In 
China
by Staff Writers
Beijing (AFP) May 03, 2006

Global warming is melting glaciers in China's Tibetan region at a rate 
of 7.0 percent annually, triggering drought, desertification and 
sandstorms in other regions, state press reported Tuesday.

Data collected over four decades has shown that glaciers on the
Qinghai-Tibet plateau, known as the "roof of the world," are shrinking 
at an unprecedented pace, Xinhua news agency said.

"The melting glacier will ultimately trigger more droughts, expand
desertification and increase sandstorms," the report quoted Dong 
Guangrong, a specialist at the China Academy of Sciences, as 
saying.

About 47 percent of China's glaciers are on the Qinghai-Tibet plateau in the Himalayas,
where the Yangtze, Yellow, Brahmaputra, Mekong and Salween rivers all originate.

The fast rate of glacier melt has meant more water run-off from the plateau which exacerbates
soil erosion and leads to desertification, it said.

Northern China, including Beijing, has suffered from 13 dust storms this year which have
been attributed to desertification in China's northwestern regions, including Qinghai province.

In the worst storm on April 17, an estimated 336,000 tons of dust fell on Beijing, leaving the
air quality in the capital at hazardous levels.

Rising temperatures on the plateau may also pose a threat to the world's highest railway,

your email

Ads by Google Advertise on this site
The Coming World War
Find out what Nostradamus says about the years 2007 - 
2012.
NostradamusOnline.com
Testing Laboratory
Environmental & Indoor Air Quality Mold - Asbestos - Lead - 
Bacteria
www.emsl.com
Global Warming
Links To Sites About Global Warming And Climate Change
www.globalwarmingdesign.com

Ads by Google Advertise on this site
Global Warming
Links To Sites About Global Warming And Climate Change
www.globalwarmingdesign.com

Global warming is good
Climate change is a fact - without it there would be another 
Ice Age
www.thefirstpost.co.uk

Get Free Maps Now
Instant access to maps & directions anytime! Free and easy 
tool.
www.Starware.com/Maps



Tibetan Glacier Melt Leading To Sandstorms In China http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Tibetan_Glacier_Melt_Leading_T...

2 of 3 1/29/07 7:39 PM

which is expected to go into operation in July, according to Chinese press reports.

The landmark 26.2 billion yuan (3.16 billion dollar) Tibetan railway linking Qinghai province
with Tibet could be destabilized if the permafrost, or frozen ground, underneath the tracks 
melt, the reports said.

Source: Agence France-Presse
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Canada To Spend 2 Billion Dollars To Fight Global Warming
Ottawa (AFP) May 03, 2006
Canada's Finance Minister Jim Flaherty promised two billion Canadian dollars (1.8 
billion US dollars) in his budget Tuesday to help stem global warming, but offered 
few details, prompting angry reactions from environmentalists.
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