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Pakistan will maintain required nuclear deterrent, says Tariq Azeem

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will maintain whatever nuclear deterrent it requires
for defence, State Minister for Information and Broadcasting Tariq Azeem
said on Friday.

Talking to reporters, he said even the most advanced nuclear powers had
not been able to overcome proliferation completely, and there have been
isolated incidents of leakage.

He called for a long-term global policy to control nuclear proliferation.
Azim said it was unfair to criticise Pakistan for cautious behaviour on the
issue because the media did not have the right to access nuclear
installations anywhere in the world.

The Pakistan Muslim League wanted to elect President Musharraf for
another term, he said, and the assemblies in office between September 15
and October 15 had the right to elect him. Calling the opposition’s alliance
“politically illogical”, he said its component parties could hardly ever reach
and sustain a consensus on any issue.

He denied a deal between the government and the Pakistan People’s Party.
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